Policy Context Statement for FOCUS Question 14:  What were the characteristics and locations of the new ponds recorded in 1998?  How do the 1996 figures on pond numbers and condition relate to changes in 1998?

[Posted 06/01/03]

The following policy context statement has been drafted but has not yet been circulated for comment:

As part of the CS2000 programme, a detailed analysis of changes in number of all standing water bodies surveyed between 1990 and 1998 was carried out1. These analyses indicated that an over all increase in numbers was concentrated on water bodies of less than 20 x 20 m in area in the westerly lowlands of England and Wales. Changes in these small water bodies or ponds were reported as an update to the Quality of Life Counts indicators2. These results showed that the losses of lowland ponds that occurred in the 1980s had been reversed by the late 1990s. Specific analysis of changes in lowland ponds used a definition of ponds introduced in 1996 , which included seasonal ponds. This definition was used in a the Lowland Pond Survey in 19963, which used a restricted sub-sample of 150 of the 1 km x 1 km CS2000 sample squares. The direct comparison of these squares for 1990, 1996 and 1998 showed a net increase of 6% for this period with a losses occurring between 1990 and 1996 being reversed by increases between 1996 and 1998.

Further analysis is required to elucidate type and location on new ponds and whether the gain in ponds masks a net change in the ecological character of ponds. This should inform questions of whether creation new ponds can compensate for earlier losses in ponds and clarify the use of the Quality of Life Counts indicators.
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