Policy Context Statement for FOCUS Question 8:  How far is it possible to provide an assessment of the condition, and changes in condition, of ancient and/or species-rich hedgerows using CS2000 observations?
[Posted 06/01/03]
The following policy context statement has been drafted but has not been circulated for comment.

The Habitat Action Plan for Ancient and/or Species-rich Hedgerows includes a target of achieving the favourable management of 25% (c. 47,500 km) of species-rich and ancient hedges by the year 2000, and of 50% (c. 95,000 km) by 2005.  The HAP says that the majority of hedges are likely to need some management in the long term and if left for more than about 10 years there is a major risk that they will either change beyond a recoverable state or become so open that they cease to be hedges.

The BAP also includes a number of proposed actions which relate to the favourable management of hedgerows

At the BAP Steering Group meeting on 22 April 1999, members suggested that it would be difficult to obtain a standard definition for the term 'favourable management' because this could vary according to the function of the hedge, the species in it, and the species for whose benefit it was being managed.  Instead, it was concluded that information was needed to assess the conservation status of hedgerows and, especially, to consider the ‘favourable condition’ of hedgerows as a precursor to recommending favourable management.

To date, the Steering Group has not reached a unanimous view of what constitutes favourable condition and CS2000 provides, potentially, a means of examining this issue.  The ‘Hedgerow Diversity’ plots (D plots) will allow the definition of species-rich hedgerows and the associated ground flora, management and adjacent land use will allow an assessment of condition.
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