
Policy Context Statement for FOCUS Question 7:  What were the characteristics and locations of the hedges that were gained as opposed to those that were lost?  To what extent do new and restored hedges compensate for hedges that are lost or degenerate into lines of trees?
 [Posted 06/01/03]
Estimates of the length of hedgerow in the UK, and in countries within the UK, have been derived from successive Countryside Surveys and related projects since 1984.  Results are given in a number of papers and reports (and, most recently, web sites). 

The most recent report was ‘Accounting for nature: assessing habitats in the UK countryside’ (Haines-Young et al. 2000) which presents results from Countryside Survey 2000.  In this report it is stated that, in contrast with the period 1984 to 1990, there is no statistically significant change in the length of hedgerows in England and Wales or in Scotland, between the two most recent Countryside Surveys in 1990 and 1998.  There was a reported loss in N Ireland. 

The zero net change between in Great Britain between 1990 and 1998 reflects a balance of losses and gains.  Indeed, the main report of CS2000 results shows that, for example, in England and Wales the estimated total stock of hedgerows in 1998 was 468,000 km which included gains of about 39,900 km and losses of about 40,100 km. Thus, nearly 9% of the stock resulted from ‘turnover’.  

The obvious question that arises, from biodiversity, landscape and management perspectives relates to ‘compensation’: do new hedges compensate for removed ones?  The question incorporates some value judgement but a clear starting point is to identify the physical and biological characteristics of both the gained and lost hedgerows.  

A comparison of these characteristics, broken down by the type of change that has occurred (eg from ‘hedge’ to ‘no boundary’, or ‘hedge’ to ‘line of trees’) will allow some general assessments to be made as to the extent to which new and restored hedges compensate for hedges that are lost or degenerate into lines of trees.  Such conclusions will be made in the context of deliberations by groups such as the UK Steering Group for the Ancient and/or Species-rich Hedgerow HAP which is expected to produce guidelines on what constitutes favourable condition of hedgerows.
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