Policy Context Statement for FOCUS Question 6:  What evidence is there, from the survey of birds in Module 5 and other sources, of the value of different types/patterns of hedges for birds and, by comparison with previous surveys, of changes in the condition of hedges (for birds)?

 [Posted 06/01/03]
[The following policy context statement has yet to be completed.]
The importance of birds as ecological indicators is now widely recognised.  In particular, farmland birds (as a group) are the subject of concern as declining numbers in many species are observed and reported.  One of the key habitats in many of the farmed landscapes is hedgerows and their associated features.  Research shows that there is no ideal shape or size of hedge for birds.  It is suggested that on balance, birds prefer a hedge with high volume, few gaps and plentiful protection from predators (thorns).  However, some birds (eg cirl bunting) are known to like low trimmed hedges with occasional song perches, while other species (eg corvids) prefer large, overgrown hedges for nesting.

The routine collection of physical and management data on hedgerows as part of CS2000, and the introduction of Module 5 whereby transects were walked in a large proportion of the 1 km sample squares, and birds recorded at different distances from the transect lines, allows an assessment of the association between different hedge types and bird frequency.  This research is further enhanced by the potential to examine aspects of landscape pattern associated with hedgerows and to relate this to bird numbers and distribution.

Thus, the analysis in this are of the research programme will show, in general terms, which types of hedgerow, and which spatial characteristics, are best suited to particular bird species and to overall avian diversity.  This is important in planning new landscapes, through, for example, agri-environment schemes, so that optimal conditions for a range of bird species can be achieved.
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