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Estimates of the length of hedgerow in the UK, and in countries within the UK, have been derived from successive Countryside Surveys and related projects since 1984.  Results are given in a number of papers and reports (and, most recently, web sites) (see References, below). 

The most recent report was ‘Accounting for nature: assessing habitats in the UK countryside’ (Haines-Young et al. 2000) which presents results from Countryside Survey 2000.  In this report it is stated that, in contrast with the period 1984 to 1990, there is no statistically significant change in the length of hedgerows in England and Wales or in Scotland, between the two most recent Countryside Surveys in 1990 and 1998.  There was a reported loss in N Ireland. 

However, the report also includes reference to a partial survey in England and Wales in 1993 which visited a sub-sample of survey sites and recorded hedgerow length.  The results of this survey showed a continuing reduction in hedgerow loss.  The ‘Accounting for nature’ report says “Although there was no net change for hedges in England and Wales over the full period from 1990 to 1998,  there is some evidence from the interim survey of hedges in 1993 that net losses, recorded in the first part of this period, 1990-93, were reversed in the latter part.  The apparent increase in hedges between 1993 and 1998 needs to be confirmed by a more detailed analysis of the data from 1993, and comparison with other sources of information on hedgerow planting within agri-environments schemes.”.

Given the introduction of policy measures in the early 1990s [which?] designed to halt the decline of hedgerows, in both quantitative and qualitative terms, it is important to know from a policy perspective whether there has been a real increase in the length of hedgerows in England and Wales between 1993 and 1998, or whether the results from the 1993 survey are unreliable and are giving a false picture of trends.  

This piece of work will therefore re-examine aspects of the databases from the 1990, 1993 and 1998 surveys (including case studies of individual sites) and will also re-assess the statistical reliability and robustness of the results, taking into account the construction of the sampling frame and the adequacy of feature definitions, used in the three surveys.  The outputs will give a definitive statement on trends in hedgerow change in the 1990s in England and Wales.
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